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In this issue: Romania

What are the main developments / events of charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic Church in the European countries in the last 3 years? And how are young people under 35 years participating? Here is a report on Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Romania  in two parts*:

1. From Agneza Timpu, the head-contact of the Rumanian speaking part. 

2. Eva Sido from the Transilvanian Service Committee for the Hungarian-speaking part.
REPORT OF CCR IN ROMANIA

1. Rumanian speaking part
In Romania, CCR is divided into two great language groups. Therefore, there is the Romanian-speaking group and the Hungarian-speaking group. 

In the Hungarian-speaking region is the CCR Transilvanian Service Committee. In the Romanian-speaking region CCR developed later than in the Hungarian-speaking region and for this reason there is no Regional Committee for the Romanian-speaking region.

NATIONAL CONGRESS 2006

In Romania there is no CCR National Committee, but nevertheless on 30 September 2006 the first  National Renewal Congress was organized and 1500 persons attended. This way, the Hungarian and the Romanian joined their forces together to create a common meeting at national level. 

On this occasion we had the pleasure to welcome the speakers Allan Panozza, ex-President of ICCRS and Oreste Pesare, Director of ICCRS. The meeting was centered on the message: “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and then you….”

The meeting concluded with the Holy Mass celebrated by the Auxiliary Bishop of Bucharest, Mgr. Cornel Damian, who addressed a message of encouragement to the CCR during his homily. 

We are confident in the power of the Holy Spirit who is continually renewing the Church of Christ, and we hope that CCR will grow more in Romania so that in the future we have a NSC for whole Rumania. 

Agneza Timpu, 

Head-contact of the Rumanian speaking part
2. The Hungarian speaking part

In the past 3 years a number of things happened here in the Hungarian speaking communities. The NSC came into being and has been constituted also as an association. There are 14 prayer groups and communities with a total number of about 800-900 people that belong to the CCR. In Transylvania (meaning the Hungarian speaking part of Romania)  distances are a problem. Some groups are quite isolated.

We also have a pastor of the CCR Fr. Jozsef Birman to whom Archbishop Gyorgy Jakubinyi of Alba Iulia gave his assent. Fr. Birman is practically the only priest of the CCR. 

Twice a year we have a gathering of the NSC where we spend time sharing and praying. Starting with 2004 we have a “National” (Transylvanian) Conference of the Renewal. Up to then we used to go to Budapest to the National Conference of the Hungarian CCR. We decided to have these conferences each time in a different place, organized by the local prayer group or community. This also makes it a good opportunity to evangelize these places and for the NSC to meet the local groups.

Last year, 2006, we had the first really National Conference together with the Romanian speaking brothers and sisters. This year we continue organizing the regional conference in Arad sept.22nd, 2007.  We decided to have National Conferences like every 5 years or so and in-between our Transylvanian conference of the Hungarian communities every year. 

The concern of the NSC for the past years is to help the prayer groups find their own identity and calling, through leadership training schools and DTS. This year we started a program for the core groups. Over 70 people spent a weekend together with Gavin Farley who gave us teachings on community foundations: calling, identity, history and values. We’ll have the next block in March 2008. 

Youth4Jesus
The youth ministry started in 2004, when the NSC decided to open up more to youth-evangelization. So in the spring of 2004 Eva Sido has been asked to take the responsibility of building up a youth ministry. Now she is full time employed by the CCR. She has a team of 4 with Tibi Majoros, Laszlo Szilagyi, and Erzsike Todor working on this project. 

The vision focuses into 3 directions:
1) Evangelizing youth (mainly teenagers and students but also all age groups from 8 up to 30) Each year we have camps for different age groups, weekend retreats, courses, regional youth conferences. This year we had so far 3 camps, 2 weekend retreats and 1 course.

2) Building up prayer groups for young people – we encourage young people to get involved with a prayer group in their area, in their parish if there is such and help these groups with their ministry.

3) Training youth – evangelizing youth proved to be more effective when teens testify to their friends. So we started to get more and more teenagers involved with organizing youth events. That is one way of training them but we also started to organize special training weekends for those who want to grow in their spiritual life and youth-ministry. Pictures of our youth-team here: http://www.ekkmifi.extra.hu/photogallery.php?album_id=6 (Hugarian)
See more about youth ministry: http://www.ekkmifi.extra.hu/articles.php?cat_id=8 (English)
On behalf of the NSC, Eva Sido
*This information comes with permission from the EU.NSC.DOCs 45 and 46.
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